After adverting to the older theories of the formation of pus, he dwelt more at length on the septic theory, according to which suppuration is considered as a kind of fermentation promoted by the growth of living animal and vegetable matters floating in the air ; and he referred especially to Dr Lemaire's views about the production of pus by the action of the air causing fermentation. Dr Watson contended that the presence of germs in the air is very doubtful?that he had not found vibriones in pus?that the presence of those germs was not necessary to its existence or 
